| oF HIS MAIESTIES 
COMMISSION, 


Touching the Fees ofthe Officersand 


Miniſters belonging to the Courts of Tnſtice , aſwell 
Eccleſiafticall as Temporall, within His 
Maieſties Dominsons of England 
aud Wales: 


TOGETHER | 
With an order made by the LI. and others Com- 


miſſioners therein, touching the execution . | 
of that Commiſsion, 


Publiſhed by His Maieſties expreſſe | 


Commandement.. 
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aft 


IJ AMES bythe 

225 #2 grace of Go D, 
Ip DO BY King of England, 
NS Scotland , France 
| TIF and Ireland, Do- 

SY # fendour of the 
Ss Faith, &c, To 
<= our right truſty 
ERR VS and right wel- 
urs Couſins and yas", Henry 
Viſcount Memndeuill, Lord Preſident of 
Our Counſell; James Marquiſlc Hamilton; 
Thomas Earlc of Arundefl and Surrey, Earle 
Az Marſhall 


DRE > — - _— - 


Marſhall of England; William Earle of 
Pembroke, Lord Chamberlaine of Our 


Houſhold ; James Earle of Carliſle; Oliver 
Viſcount Graungifon : And ro Qur right 


 truſticeand tight welbeloucd Counſellors, 


Knight: and Baronet, Sir | 


George Lord Carew, Maſter of our Ordi- 
nance ; Fulke Lord Brooke; Sir Iohn Suc- 
kling Kivgny , Comptroller of our Houſ- 
hold,Sir George Calvert Knight,oncof Our 
princzpall Secretaries of Statc; Sir Edward 
Conway Knight, one other of Our princis 
all Secretaries of State: And to Our tru- 
{ty and welbeloacd Sir Thomas Wentworth, 
Knight and Baronet, Sir 7 yo Cotton, 
andall (rew 

Knight , ote'of* Qur Sergeants at Law, 


Sir George More Knight, Sir Dudley Diggs 


Knight, Sir. Thimas Walſingham Knight, 
Sir Samuell- Sandys Knight, Sir Edwyn 


 Sandys Knight, Sir Henry Spihman Knight, 
 Wiltam:Noye and Edward Ayſcogbe El- 


quires,Greering.'WH & Ra s heretofore: 
vpon Informationigiuch. veiro Yis;;-that 


many of: Our good/and:laving; Subieds) 


within'this-Our Realme hautbcenc:and 


daily 


wy were yniuſtly charged and grieued 
with exceſſive Fees and Payments, 'extor- 
tiouſly taken, exacted and leuicd by fome 
Atrourncys, Sollicitours, Clerkes and .o- 
cher Officers in Our High Court'6f It 
ſtice, commonly holden and kept in Our 
City of Weftminſter, and in other inferiour 
Courts in other places of our Realme}/ 48 
allo by diuers Officials,Commillatie +q 
other inferiour Iudges Eccleftaſticall, and 
by diuers Aduocates, Clerkes , Officers, 
and Miniſters within Our Courts Ecclef1- 
aſticall within cither of the Proninces of 
(Canterbury and Vorke, to thegenerall dam- 
mage and oppreſſion of Our faid loving 
Subiecs, and contrary to the Lawes and 
Statutes in that bchalfe 'prouided, and 'to 
the high contempt of our Regall Aurho- 
ritic and Prerogatiue Royall, WEE out 
of our Princely arid carncſt carc arid de- 
fire to doe Right and Tuſtice, <qually and 
indifterently miniſtred to all Our louing 
Subje&ts with conuenicnt expedition, 
and with as little charge and expence- as 
reaſonably might'be; And that all cxtor- 


tipns, 


3x + 
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tions, opprefſions, corruptians and cnga-- 
jt 3s Oe practifed or.vicd in a- 
ny of our Courts, might bee examined, 
trycd, and reformed, and ſuch as ſhould 
be found to haue offcnded therein, to be 
ſharpcly and m_— corrected and puni- 
ſhed according to their demerits, Did by 
our Commifhon ſcaled with, Our great 
Scalc of Englaud, ing date the cight 
day.of October in the cightycere of Our 
Rcigne oucr this our Realme of England, 
authorize diucrs Commillioners | 
named, to enquireand ccrtific what Fees 
were then lawfully taken, and what were | 
vnduely extorred or taken by the Officers | 
and Miniſters ofal] our Courts of Iuſtice, | 
both Eccleſiaſticalland Temporall, with- 
| intheRealmeof Englaadand Dominion 
of Walcs, And to doc diucrsother things 
in the ſaid Commiſſion expreſſed, tending 
to the good and caſe of our Subicas, as . 
hereby may appcare : And Wee now cal- 
ling ro minde the (ame Our Commillion, 
= not finding that it produced the e&- 
fe& by Vs intended and delued;'Butbe- 


= 
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iag informed that Our Subicdts are: (till 
burthencd and grieucd with ſundry vn- 
warrantable Payments, vader colour of 
Fees taken in Our ſaid Courts of Iuſtice, 
And continuing and purſuing Our for- 
mer purpoſe, aregratioully pleaſed , that 
the ancient and due Fees in all our Courts, 
ſhall be with all the conuenicant {pecd that 
may be, made knowen and ſetled, and all 
new and exaCted_Fees, taken away or a- 
bridged,forthe good of our Subiccts and 
the eaſe of all 'Suitors in the ſaid Courts, 

Know ycctherefore, That Wee, for the 
better diſcoucry, & vadcritanding of the 
| tructh in thepremiſles, and effecting this 
our Pleaſure ; and repoſing aſſured truſt 
and confidence in your fidclities, diſcrett- 
ons and integritics , Hauc authoriſed you 
to be our Commillioners: And We doc 
hcreby giue power and authoritic vnto 
you, or any foure or more of you, tg 
make a diligent and particular /Suruc®! 
Search and enquiry, what Fces, Rewards, 
Dueries and ſurnmes of money were in;or 


before the thirticth yecre of the Reigne 
B 


of 
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6 
of the lare Queene EL1zaBertH, viually 
oraccuſtomably taken, receiued, or had, 
by theludges, Councllers,Pradtiſers,Ot- 
ficers, Miniſters, Clerkes , Regiſters, or 
Attourncys , in any of the Courts of 
StarreChambcr,Chanccric, Kings Bench, 
Common Pleas, Exchequer , Exchequer 
Chamber, and Reccipt of Exchequer, 
Court of Wards and Liuecrics, Court of 
Requeſts , Courts holden and kept before 
the. Counſcll eſtabliſhed in the Marches 
of Wales, orin the North parts ; Courts 
holden within the Counties Palatine of 
( beſter , Lancaſter, and Durham, Courts 
holden before the Iuſtices of Aſhiſe, Nif 


Prius, Oyer and Terminer , and Gaole deli- 


livery , or before Iuſtices of Peace; And 
generally in all and cuery other Temporal | 
Court and Courts whatſocuer withir:this 
»ar-Realme of England, or Dominion © 
Principalitic of Wales. 

i: Andalfo,whar Fees,Dueties,and Sums 
of moncy were inor before the thirticrh 
yeere of the Reigne of theſaid [ate Queen, 
viualtyor accuſtomably taken by any Or- 


dinarics, 


ſioners, Officials, Aduocates , PraQiſers, 
Pro&ors , Regiſters, or other Officers, 
Miniſters , or Clerkes in any the Courts 
of High Commiſlion, or other Eccleſia 
ſticall Courts whatſocuer, within the ſaid 
Realme,Dominion,or Principality, aſwel 
within the Prouince of (anterburie, as 
within the Prouince of Yorke : And toin- 
forme your ſclues,alwell by examination 
of any perſon or perſons , and by yiew of 
any Rolles , Bookes, Orders,Prmuic Scales, 
Certificates, and other Records, Memonan- 
dums, aud things whatſocuer; As by any 
other good wayes , and meanes which to 
you,or any foure, or more of you, ſhall be 
rhought conucnicnt, what Fees, rewards, 
Sum and Sums of money, fithence the 
laid Thirticth ycere of the Reigne of the 
ſaid late Queene, haue been ſer, impoſed, 
railcd, aduanced, increaſed, incroached,or 
taken in any the ſaid Courts Eccleftaſticall 
or Temporal, & of the grounds or reaſons 
thercof, with all other neceſſary incidents 
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and circumſtaces touching the premiſes. 

And for. your better helpe in the diſco. 
ucricand knowledge of the tructh in the 
ſame, Wedo hereby authoriſe you, orany 
fourc,or more of you,tocal before you,or 
any foure, or more of you,ſuch Officers. 
Miniſters, Attourneys, Clerkes , or other 
perſon or p_ as you in your wiſe 
domes ſhall thinke mecte, by whom you 
may bee informed of any the particulars 
hercin-mentioned. 

And for your more cxaCt andpertect 
proccedings inthe proſecution of this our 
pleaſure, Wee doe further by theſe preſents 
giue power and authoritie ynto-you,or as 
ny fourc or more of you, whereof ſome of 
youthe ſaid Lord. Preſident of our Coun- 
ſell, Marquis Hamilton , Earle Marſhall, Lord 
 Chamberlaine , Earle of Carliſle, Viſcount 
Grandiſou, Lord:(arew , Lord Brooke , Sir 
Tobn Suckling., Sir George Caluert, and Sir 
Edward Conway, tobee two,to examine vp- 
on oath ,or without: oath , all ſuch per- 
ſon..and; perſons as you (hall thinke fir, 

by 


by whom the trueth in the mepemny "4 
' more plainely appeare,'orbe more fully 
and truely reucaledand diſcoucred. - - 

And Wee doe hereby giue full power 
and authoritic vato you, Our ſaid Comi- 
miſsioners,orany fourcor more of you to 
cauſe all and cucry Our officers and Mi- 
niſters, and all others whom you ſhall 
thinke mecte, to bring and ſhew before 

'ou., orany foure or morcof you,all and 
fingular ſuch Rolles, Warrants, Records, 
4xders, Tables, Bookes, Entries, or other 
Notes or Writings whatſocuer, remainin 
in their,or any of their cuſtodie, which 
you,or any fourc or more. of you ſhall 
thinke fir to bee produced, whereby - 
the trueth in the premiſſes may bee the 
berter found out and diſcouered. 

And Ourfurther wyl and plcaſure!is; 
And-Wee doe hereby commaund , that 
you,, or foure, or more of you , where- 
of ſome of you the {aid Lord Prefident of 
our Counſell , Marquis Hamilton, Earle_, 
Marſhall, Lord Chambgrlaine , Earle of Cate 


liſle , Viſcount Grandiſon , Lord Careip, Lord 
B 3 Brooke, 


—— — 


"Brooke, Sir Iobm Suckling, Sir George Calnert, 
and Sir Edward 'Compay to bee rwo, doc 
from time to rime'certific your proccc- 
dings vpon this our Commiſſion vnto the 
Lords, and others. of our Privie Coun(cll 
at:the Counſel! Board; and cſpccially in 
ſuch your certificate vpon good confide- 
ration had of the premiſles, to expreſle 
your opinions, What Fees, allowances, 
and. payments are fit to ſtand, and bee 
continued and allowed for the good of 
onr Subicdts , and which of thenvare 
mecte to be taken away or abridged , to 
the end Wee may with their aduice giue 
furcher dire&ion for the ſetling of the 
ſayd Fees, for the caſe of Our ſayd Sub- 
ics , and take away the former abuſes 
and cxattions by which they haue had 
much preiudice: Willing and requiring 
you Our ſaid Commiſſioners diligently 
and ſpccdily to attend the execution of 
this Our Commiſſion , being a ſeruice of 
moſt high and weighty conſequence; 
And 'thele prefents, or the inrollmenc 
therof,fhall-be ynto you and cuery of you 
aſuf- 


LE | 

a ſufficient Warrant and diſcharge for 

oy and cxccuting the premiſes accor- 
ingly. 

—_ laſtly , Our will and pleaſure is, 
that this Our Commiſſion ſhall continue 
in force,and that you Our ſaid Commil- 
fioners , or ſuch fourc or more of you re- 
_ , as aforclaid , ſhall and may 
rom time to time proceede in the cxecu- 
tion of the ſame and of cuery matter and 
ching therein conteincd, although the 
ſame bee not from time to time continu- 
ed by adiourncment. In witneſle where- 
of We haue cauſed thele Our Letters to be 
made Patents. 

Witneſſe Our ſelfe ar Weſtminſter the 
cighth day of March, in the twentieth 
yecre of our Reigne of England', France 
and Irelaxyd, and of ho the ſixe and. 
fftiech, 


Per Breue de prinato Sigillo, 


oAg- 


—_ ———— ——— 
——  — 


eArt White-Hall the twenty fourth 
of May. 1623. 


Is MA1ESTIE being 
I informed by diucrs of his 
& louing Subic&s, and luch 
as are,or hauc been Suitors 


lourof Fees) in the ſaid Courts of Iultice ; 
and being graciouſly pleaſed for the caſe 
and comfort of all Suitors , that the An- 
cient and due Fees in all Courts be known, 
and ſetled, and that all new and exated 
Fees ſhould bee taken away or abridged, 
hath to that purpoſe graunted foorch a 
Commaiſlian ynder his great Seale of Eng- 
land, dire&ed to the Lord Prefident of his 
Priuy Counſell, the Lord Marquiſe Hamil 
eqs, the Earle Marſball, the Lord Chamber- 
C 


laine, 


ac Law, Ofhcers or Mini 


CC EC—— 


Laine, the Earle of Carliſle, and others of his 
Highncſſe Priuy Counell, rogether with 
ſome principall Gentlemen ot abilitie and 
experience, all nominated inthe ſaid Com- 
miſſion. This day diucrs of their Lord- 
ſhips &c. wereaſſembled inthe Counſlell 
Chamber at White-Hall, and there fate 
vpon the {aid Commiſſon, where calling 
before them ſundry principall Officers, 


| belonging to cucry his Maicſties Courts 


in Weſtminſter, they did expreſlcly 
will and require them , aſwell to take 
knowledge themſclues, as ro impart the 
ſameto cuery particular Officer and Mini- 
ſer, in each Court where they ſcruc, 
Thar they all forthwith ſhould conferre 
together, and doe their belt indeauours,to 
informe themſelues , what were the anci 
ent and due Fees, viually and accuſtomas« 
bly caken, by any the Iudges, Counſellors 

wharſocuer, 


ſcruing or practiſing in any the foreſaid 
Courts of Weſtminſter, in the thirtieth 
yecre of the Ragne of the late Queene 

T 


Elizabeth, oratany time before; As like- 
wiſe what Fees haue beene at any time 
fince the ſaid zo. Eli. or arcat this pre« 
{cnt, taken and demaunded , by any the 
Iudges, Counlcllors, Officers , and Mini- 
ſters whatſocuer, ſeruing or prattiſing in 
any the foreſaid Courts. And that there> 
vpon they make a true and exact Certifi- 
cate in writing vndertheir hands, to be de- 
liueredin, rotheirLord(hips, &c, by the 
firſt day of the next Tearme: which or- 
der of their Lordfhips, &c. is to be vnder- 
ſtood, not onely of the forclaid Courts of 
Weſtminſter; bur is likewiſe to be exten- 
ded ro the Preſideall Courts eſtabliſhed 
within the Marches of Wales, and in the 
North parts,Counties Palatincof Cheſter, 
Lancaſter, Durham,Courrs holden before 
luſtices of Aflize, Nifi pris, Oyer, and Ter- 
miner, Gaole deliueric,or before Iuſtices of 
Peace, and generallyto all other Tempoe 
rall Courts whatſocuer, within his Maic- 
{tics Realmeof England, and the Princi- 
palitic of Wales ; And is likewilcto be cx- 
C 2 tended 


Al 


- tended to all Eccleſiaſticall Courts whar. 


ſocucr, within the faid Realme of Eng- 
land, and Principalitic of Wales. And 
the Officers and Miniſters of all and euery 
the faid Courts, aſwell Eccleſtaſticall as 


| Temporall, are hereby expreſlely ordered 


and required, to obſcrucand performe in 
all points, the dire&ien abouc mentio- 
ned, and giuen tothe forclaid Courts of 
Weſtminſter : Of which orderlikewiſcall 
and cucry the forcſaid Courts, are foorth- 
with to take notice, and may hauc Copics 
thereof from the Clerke of 
the Counſell. * 
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